
Volunteers SLO Down the Trash 
 

 

What do a mattress, reclining chair, sofa, and door have in common? If you are inclined 

to remodel your house, you do not have to search far and wide for items such as these. In 

fact, you can scour our local creeks and fish these out of the water for free! 

Big household items, bottles, cans, food wrappers, and the usual trash find their way into 

our local watershed year after year. The San Luis Obispo County Creek Day Clean-up 

launched its 21st annual event this past Sep-

tember 17th. 

The Land Conservancy and the City of 

SLO hosted 70 volunteers and directed the 

community members to 23 different creek 

sites throughout the city. In only three 

hours, volunteers of all ages hauled about 

6,200 gallons of trash and 808 gallons of 

recyclables! Thatõs no easy feat considering 

a typical household garbage or recycling bin 

is 96 gallons. An additional 260 Cal Poly 

WOWies removed 10,000 gallons of inva-

sive species, Cape ivy, from Lower SLO 

Creek. 

While the goal of the clean-up is to protect 

our watershed which provides essential habitat for a variety of wildlife, the volunteers that 

help out come back time after time because it is a labor of love.  
 

òThis is a unique opportunity to get outside and connect with other folks               

in the community who want the same outcome. Weõre starting to see more              

families bringing along little children, friends, or other relatives.                             

Itõs a great feeling to see people excited about picking up trash!ó 

ñTeresa Tibstra, Membership & Outreach Coordinator 
 

County-wide, 729 volunteers recovered a whopping 17,400 gallons of unsightly trash and 

9,100 gallons of recyclables. There were 9 participating regional locations with 50 access 

sites. Community volunteers from Paso Robles all the way down to Nipomo armed with 

gloves and trash bags were on a mission to pick up as much trash as they could physically 

carry. This year, the collaboration included for the first time, Lake Nacimiento.  

In the past 21 years, community volunteers have hauled thousands of pounds of trash 

throughout SLO County. What an impact! If you think that the river, creeks, and ocean 

look a little cleaner, you can thank your neighbors and friends! 
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EVENTS 

 
 

Sustainable Ag EXPO 
Nov 14-15  

Paso Robles Event Center  
sustainableagexpo.org 

(805) 369-2288 

 

Elfin Forest Walk  

with SWAP  
Executive Director, Bob Hill, will 
lead the walk discussing the roles 
of conservation & restoration and 
how they apply to the Elfin Forest 

and other land projects. 
Saturday, Nov 19 @ 9:30-11AM 

Elfin Forest, Los Osos 
elfin-forest.org 

 

Annual Holiday Lighting at 

the Octagon Barn 
Join us for a festive evening filled 
with lights and old-fashioned fun! 

Friday, Dec 2 @ 5:30-7PM 
Kindly RSVP to LC@LCSLO.org 

4400 Octagon Way, SLO 

 
Annual Conservation      

Reception 
Save the date! Celebrate at the 
conservation event of the year. 

January 26, 2012  
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Volunteer Events 

Volunteer Planting Days at 

Lower SLO Creek. The Cape ivy 

was pulled, but letõs keep it out 

with native revegetation!  

Join us to help plant hundreds of 

native shrubs and trees.  

All ages welcome. Please e-mail 

volunteer@LCSLO.org to get 

info or to reserve your spot! 

Saturdays from 9AM-noon 

Oct 22, Nov 5,  & Nov 19  
 

*  *  *  

Octagon Barn work days 

Saturdays from 9-11AM 

Oct 8 and Nov 12* 

4400 Octagon Way, SLO 

*Weõre stringing up the lights! 

Creek Day veteran, Phil Strahl (left), brought 

along his father, Richard Strahl (right), to haul 

in the big stuff using their own vehicles. 

 

Round of applause for all the Creek Day volunteers! A special thank you to our sponsors: SLO 

County Board of Supervisors, San Luis Garbage Co., Splash Café, and SLO Baked Bakeries, 

and for the collaboration and leadership from SLO City folks Freddy Otte, Doug Carscaden, 

City Rangers Dan and Jared, Bob Lindquist, and Watershed Volunteer Coordinator Carolyn 

Tran.  To learn more about Creek Day, visit creekday.org.  

Photo by Teresa Tibstra 



Camp SLO Defends and Stewards Local Land 
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A lthough the public is familiar 

with the Department of Defenseõs 

mission to protect the security of 

our country, very few people are 

aware of their contributions for 

the conservation and protection 

of our nationõs natural and open 

spaces. Their environmental role 

was created with the Office of the 

Secretary of Defenseõs Readiness 

and Environmental Protection Initiative 

(REPI) which provides cost-

sharing partnerships between the 

military, private conservation 

groups, and state and local gov-

ernments in order to protect mili-

tary test and training capabilities 

while also conserving land.   

 

REPI partnerships serve as a creative approach to address land use and resource challenges that impact military 

readiness now and in the future.  The partnerships prevent further development from impacting operations while 

providing additional environmental, economic, and quality of life benefits to neighbors, communities, and the De-

partment of Defense alike.   

Nationwide, the U.S. Military has provided over $130 Million of funds for land conservation.  In San Luis Obispo 

County, the National Guard Bureau (NGB) who funds projects through REPI has awarded $2,825,000 towards 

projects with an expected value of approximately $5 million in the City of San Luis Obispoõs Greenbelt near Camp 

San Luis Obispo.  In the last decade, NGB partnerships with The Land Conservancy, together with the City of San 

Luis Obispo,  have led to the protection of 838 acres at Stenner Ranch, 310 acres of the Stenner Springs Natural 

Reserve, and the 189 acre OõConnor Ranch.  The conservation of these properties has protected a variety of habi-

tats such as Coast Live Oak Woodland, Southern Coastal Scrub, Seeps, Springs, Willow Riparian, Serpentine, Sar-

gent Cypress, and dozens of Federal and State listed plant and animal species, as well as scenic open space and pro-

ductive agriculture.  For more information on REPI, visit www.repi.mil/About/Facts.html 

 

If you would like to support local conservation or find out how a conservation easement can help you preserve your ranch for continued 

agricultural use, visit www.LCSLO.org or call us (805) 544-9096.  

The permanent protection of OõConnor Ranch, adjacent to Camp San Luis Obispo  on 

OõConnor Way, was partially funded by the REPI program in 2010.  
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òFunding provided by REPI has allowed The Land Conservancy to significantly leverage other              

project partnersõ limited resources to permanently protect valuable environmental, cultural, and scenic 

landscapes in San Luis Obispo. The conservation of Stenner Creek, West Cuesta Ridge, and               

OõConnor Ranch  properties were all win-win projects that benefit Camp San Luis Obispo training and op-

erations  while safe-guarding local land.  We are proud of our partnership with                                         

Camp San Luis Obispo  and the National Guard Bureau.ó  ñBob Hill, Executive Director 
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Former LCSLO staff member, David Gonzalez, is among a team of researchers who recently discovered that 

rocks may play a much larger role in climate change than anybody previously thought.  David served as a Research 

Assistant collecting rock, soil, and foliage samples and processing the samples for chemical analysis.  The team of 

scientists he worked with at UC Davis exposed a significant break-through in our understanding of the role that 

rocks play in providing nitrogen to trees and the larger impact this has on the carbon cycle.  This summer their re-

search was published in the journal Nature, and the story was covered by NPR.  
 

òI am so proud of David and the world-class, groundbreaking  

scientific work that he has contributed. This reinforces how  

important it is for students to explore and pursue their interests 

outside the classroom-- and the key role that organizations such as 

The Land Conservancy of San Luis Obispo County play in helping 

expose youth to new disciplines and to working professionals  

out in field.ó ñHerb Kandel, Friend & LCSLO Board Trustee 

David spent two years as a Stewardship Assistant at LCSLO helping with 

easement monitoring and gathering field data.  Prior to that, he volun-

teered during work days at LCSLOõs Olde Towne Creekside Preserve in Ni-

pomo.  Working with The Land Conservancy after his freshman year 

gave David an understanding of the interactions between science, policy, 

and community building which helped him stay focused as he worked his 

way through college.   

A recent graduate of UC Davis with a B.S. in Evolution, Ecology and 

Biodiversity, David has done research for the Smithsonian Environmental Research Center, investigated global 

change impacts at the University of Colorado Mountain Research Station, and presented findings at the Ecological 

Society of America annual meeting. He is now a Naturalist Intern at San Mateo Outdoor Education where he 

teaches 5th & 6th grade students.  David is excited that his most recent research efforts at UC Davis may be benefi-

cial to the greater land conservation movement.  

 

 

One of The Land Conservancyõs key strategic goals is to provide meaningful and relevant experiences that connect local people with local 

land.  David and other staffñincluding Executive Director Bob Hill and Membership & Outreach Coordinator Teresa  

Tibstrañstarted out their conservation careers as LCSLO volunteers.  You can make an impact in conserving local lands by getting 

involved as a volunteer.  Help at an upcoming planting day, join a committee, or serve as an ambassador during special events.  Visit 

LCSLO.org to learn about current volunteer opportunities or to submit a volunteer form.  If you don't have time to volunteer but you 

want to help The Land Conservancy expand public support and participation, consider making a donation to the Strength in 

Numbers Fund.. 
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David Gonzalez brought home exciting 

news about his role in groundbreaking 

science research. 

 

 

òMy internship experience with LCSLO has helped me to think critically about the role of research in  

society. This study helps us understand a link in the nutrient cycle that may be important for conservation.  

The tallest coastal redwoods grow on sites underlain by bedrock nitrogen.  We wouldn't know  

that had those trees been logged.  Working with The Land Conservancy helped me to  

bridge the gap between academia and local action.ó ñDavid Gonzalez 

http://www.nature.com/nature/journal/v477/n7362/full/nature10415.html
http://www.npr.org/2011/09/06/140206913/discovery-forces-scientists-to-rethink-nitrogen
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In the last issue of Landlines we looked at The Land Conservancyõs stewardship policy and the four principal categories considered by 

this policy: Conservation, Funding & Responsibility, Accessibility, and Outreach & Education. Over the next several issues we will 

explore what The Land Conservancy is doing in each of these four stewardship categories to ensure lasting and effective stewardship.  In 

this article Director of Conservation Science, Daniel Bohlman, shares how The Land Conservancy stewards conservation values.   

I f you do not know what you have, how can you be sure that you are providing adequate stewardship?  The first 

step toward ensuring effective stewardship of our conservation values is to create an inventory of all core conser-

vation values, including scenic, agricultural, biological, and cultural values.  Land Conservancy staff with the help 

of local and state databases, interns, and student researchers develop comprehensive property inventories for all of 

our fee-title properties.  There is no substitute for direct knowledge.  By gathering information about a place 

through direct observation at the site, a steward gains valuable insight and understanding.  Armed with this knowl-

edge, we are able to establish appropriate protection measures and both long term and short term maintenance 

needs.   These protection measures and maintenance needs are identified within individual stewardship plans for 

each property.  Other key goals, issues and objectives considered in all stewardship plans include: 

Identify ecosystem services/functions. 

Identify stressors ð it is critical to identify, understand, 

and buffer threats such as invasive species, stresses result-

ing from changes in land use and climate change.   

Protect and enhance biodiversity ð The Land Conser-

vancy seeks to create and preserve landscapes which foster 

and protect both sensitive and common taxa. 

Recognize that change is an important part of ecosys-

tem development ð it is important to recognize the land-

scapes are dynamic places.  While change is a constant 

companion and generally beneficial, some change may be 

unnaturally accelerated and should be controlled by indenti-

fying and reducing stressors (e.g. identify and control path-

ways of introduction of non-native invasive species).   

Finally, given the dynamic nature of natural landscapes it is 

clear that stewardship and the stewardship plans must 

themselves be dynamic and iterative.    

Protect and enhance natural connections. 

Protect and enhance soil and soil building processes. 

Protect and enhance water quality and quantity. 

Restore and enhance ecological health and function as appropriate ð as mentioned above, change is an im-

portant part of ecosystem development.  It is important to acknowledge this and resist the temptation to 

preserve (make static) and/or restore transitional ecosystems.  

Maintain agriculture where appropriate, with focus on production of healthy food for local consumers. 

Maintain and enhance scenic view sheds, corridors, and overall aesthetic quality. 

Protect cultural and historical resources in a respectful manner. 

Bobcat (Lynx rufus) caught on camera in Black Lake Canyon.  

This photo was captured by a remote trail camera established 

by Cal Poly student researchers.  Tools such as remote field 

cameras help us identify resident mammals.  

 

If you like the sound of stewardship, consider making a donation towards improving the maintenance, care and study of conservation 

lands owned by LCSLO.  Designate your donations to the Healthy Lands Forever Fund.  
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Welcome to the LCSLO Family 

We welcome Stacey Smith to our team as the new Conservation Project Associate.   

Stacey moved to the Central Coast from the foothills of the Appalachian Mountains in 

southern Ohio.  As a child her awareness and respect for natural places bloomed while won-

dering the forest and streams surrounding her home.   In Ohio she worked on organic farms 

connecting inner-city youth to the outdoors and working farms.  Upon arriving to California 

she worked with the Cadre of Corps, a California Conservation Corps (CCC) and Ameri-

Corps collaboration, participating in environmental education and restoration projects along 

the Central Coast.  Stacey then transitioned into a position with Central Coast Salmon En-

hancement coordinating education and outreach programs.  She developed her field work and technical skills while 

working on a CCC Geographic Information System crew to map steelhead habitat, wilderness trails, and wetlands.  

Stacey completed her Bachelorõs and Masterõs degrees at Cal Poly State University specializing in Land Rehabilita-

tion and Soil Science.  She is married and has two daughters, Kelsey and Charlotte, to whom she attributes her last-

ing desire for environmental conservation and awareness.  It is Staceyõs goal to connect young and old to the amaz-

ing world around them through the preservation and conservation of our open spaces.  She enjoys hiking, running, 

gardening, photography, and just hanging out with her family.   

 

W ith the return of academia in the fall, the streets of San Luis Obispo 

are quickly filled with WOWies! Unique to Cal Poly State University 

in San Luis Obispo, the annual Week of Welcome (WOW) for in-

coming freshmen and transfer students (WOWies) provides a week of 

academic, campus, and community orientation, helping the incoming 

students feel not only at home on-campus, but at home in the San Luis 

Obispo community.  The WOWies partner with community organiza-

tions to do volunteer, service-related activities in the community on 

their recognized òDays of Serviceó. 

The Land Conservancy has been a long-standing partner in the WOW 

Days of Service effort. This past September, there were WOWies sta-

tioned at our Lower San Luis Obispo Creek Floodplain Preserve with Land 

Conservancy Staff, as well as located in Santa Margarita with the Santa 

Margarita Community Forestry program. The Lower San Luis Obispo 

Creek site had approximately 260 volunteers pulling the invasive plant 

species, Cape ivy, from the stream banks to prevent it from overcrowd-

ing and choking out the native vegetation. One group participated at the 

City of SLO Creek Day site with 20 members. The students who were 

in North County at the Santa Margarita Community Forestry Ranch 

assisted with trail maintenance, moving woodchips and bark for mulch, 

and weeding and raking flowerbeds. 
 

òThanks so much to the WOWies for doing a super job spreading 

that mountain of mulch ! It was a pleasure to work with them, and 

I wish them all the best with their studies this fall.ó  

ñBeverly Gingg, SMCF Program Director  

Volunteer Profile: Cal Poly WOWies  

WOWies volunteer efforts root deep in the res-

toration community. WOWies at the  SMCF 

Ranch  assisting with trail maintenance. 

WOWies get energized to clean up the local 

creeks during Creek Day. 

 P
h
o
to

 c
o
u

rte
s
y
 o

f S
M

C
F

 
P

h
o
to

 b
y
 T

e
re

s
a
 T

ib
s
tra
 



Page 6 

Arundo Bites the Dust!  

W ith over ten years of Arundo treatment in the San Luis Obispo Creek Watershed, The Land Conservancy has 

reached the last Arundo stand near Avila Beach. San Luis Obispo Creek runs from the base of the Cuesta Grade 

to the ocean waters in Avila Bay. 

Arundo donax, commonly known as Giant Reed or Arundo, is an invasive species, indigenous to the Indian sub-

continent, introduced in California in the early 1800õs for building material. Arundoõs appearance is similar to bam-

boo, and like bamboo it grows very rapidly, over 4 inches per day.   Arundo negatively impacts local watersheds by 

displacing native vegetation and breaking up the riparian corridor, reducing suitable habitat for insects and wildlife, 

and outcompeting native riparian tree species.  As Arundo displaces native 

riparian tree species, shade over the creek is reduced.  This reduction in 

shade cover increases water temperatures and lowers dissolved oxygen 

which some sensitive species such as steelhead require to survive.  

The Land Conservancy Restoration Staff has created an extensive Arundo 

Eradication Program, which involves multiple phases and management 

techniques for invasive species removal and eventual eradication. The first 

phase includes identifying the Arundo stands along the watershed, discuss-

ing with land owners about accessing the Arundo stand on their property, 

as well as finding funding for our Restoration Crew to complete the sec-

ond phase of the program.  The second phase consists of cutting, chipping, 

and applying herbicide to each individual Arundo using a systematic òtop 

downó approach from the headwaters of San Luis Obispo Creek to the 

outlet in Avila.  The final phase consists of re-assessing sites for re-sprouts 

of Arundo and retreating with herbicide.  

The last indentified Arundo stand, still untreated, will be removed this fall, marking the end of phase two.   
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Arundo, if left alone, can cause mass de-

struction to riparian habitat as seen here 

along Lower SLO Creek. 

òAlthough the reassessment and retreatment phase may take          

up to five years, San Luis Obispo Creek is one giant leap             

closer to being Arundo-free.ó 

ñDaniel Bohlman, Director of Conservation Science 

 

Volunteer Opportunity: Fun Fall Planting Days  

Are you looking to get outdoors this fall? Do you like San Luis Obispoõs native plants? Come join The Land Con-
servancy for some fun, planting native vegetation at  Lower San Luis Obispo Creek Floodplain Preserve. We will 

remove the last of the invasive Cape Ivy near the Creekõs edge and place native plants, such as box elder, mugwort, 

sycamore, willows, and more in the ground to flourish along this major creek. 

The native plantings are part of a larger volunteer-based project, funded by the FishAmerica Foundation and the 

National Oceanic Atmospheric Association (NOAA). This funding is helping The Land Conservancy purchase 

the 2,500 plants that we hope to have placed in the ground by community volunteers this fall. Donõt miss this op-

portunity to get your hands dirty and enjoy an afternoon along the creek. 

Be sure to mark these dates on your calendar for fall planting: October 22, November 5, and November 19 

Any and all ages are welcome to participate. Please RSVP to volunteer@lcslo.org or call (805) 544-9096 ext. 18 

to let us know that you would like to join us. 

mailto:volunteer@lcslo.org
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On Solid Ground 

W ith candor and mirth, Sue Luft readily admits that she doesnõt have the millions of dollars needed to realize her 

dream of buying a large tract of SLO County land to set aside for conservation.  But she is quick to note that her 

involvement with The Land Conservancy is achieving that same goal through the shared commitment of others 

like her.  After watching their local land trust mature over the past years, Sue and her husband Karl chose to make 

a legacy gift by including LCSLO in their estate plans. 
 

òThe mission of the Land Conservancy matches our 

wishes. We are glad to be able to support                      

The Land Conservancy into the future.ó  

 ñSue Luft, Terra Firma Society member  
 

The Land Conservancy promises to protect local land in per-

petuity.  Caring for land forever is a great responsibility, and it 

is critical to ensure that The Land Conservancy is permanently 

capable of stewarding and conserving our special places. 

Therefore, The Land Conservancy adopted a Strategic Plan 

that emphasizes increasing the pace, improving the quality and 

ensuring the permanence of land conservation in San Luis 

Obispo County.  To meet these needs, we established an or-

ganizational endowment fund in 2008 and set a strategic goal 

to sufficiently grow the fund prior to its use.  Once adequately 

established, our Core Conservation Endowment will provide reliable income to fund essential aspects of our mission 

such as essential staffing & operation costs.  The fund currently has approximately 25% of the spending threshold 

amount established by Board Trustees.   
 

The primary source of funds for the endowment is anticipated to come from estate or planned gifts. To honor 

such generous donors and to motivate potential givers The Land Conservancy established the Terra Firma      

Society. Taken from the Latin phrase meaning òsolid earthó, the Terra Firma Society places The Land Conservancy 

on òsolid groundó by funding the organizationõs endowment and establishing its permanence in the community. 

In August we gathered the Society together for the first time.  Former LCSLO Vice President, Herb Stroh of 

SJLM Law talked to the group about planned giving logistics and answered donor questions.  The Society will 

meet annually to celebrate local land accomplishments, inspire future donors and provide learning opportunities 

about the technical aspects of estate planning.  Thereõs no minimum donation required to become a member of  

the Terra Firma Society, and we are grateful for gifts of any size.  Consider your legacy, and join us!   

Members of the Terra Firma Society listen to  

Herb Stroh (left) and Sue Luft (right)  

during the Planned Giving Brunch. 

 

 

 

P
h
o
to

s
 b

y
  T

e
re

s
a
 T

ib
s
tra

 

Terra Firma Society Members  

as of August 2011 
 

 

Richard Alberts    Mary Leizear    Arthur RosenÀ     

Barbara BaltimoreÀ, Volunteer Emeritus  Karl Luft & Sue Luft*   Ann Spencer  

Frederick Clegg & Meg Crockett  Shirley McLainÀ 

Gary Felsman* & Darlene Felsman  Allen MinkerÀ & Susan Minker * Land Conservancy Board  

Clifford JohnsonÀ & Janet JohnsonÀ  Jan MracekÀ      Trustee (past and present) 

Muriel L.     Paul Robinson    À Deceased 
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Membership Strives to Stretch Your Dollars  

Santa Margarita Community Forestry thanks all of the volunteers who have helped take care of nest box monitor-

ing, summer watering, and other stewardship jobs along the Learning Among the Oaks (LATO) trail and at the Santa 

Margarita School Demonstration Forest.   

Jillian Kreth joins the team as a LATO intern. She is 

a third year Cal Poly Forestry and English double ma-

jor and is so excited to be LATOõs newest intern. 

With the double major, she hopes to someday be-

come a teacher. Jillian is grateful to have the opportu-

nity to work with the absolutely wonderful students 

from Santa Margarita School.  So far they are doing 

nothing but strengthening her resolve! When  not in 

class or out on the trail, Jillian enjoys day hikes, 

camping, swimming, as well as reading, writing, and 

music.  She looks forward to meeting more students 

through the hikes this fall. During her first hikes, 

Jillian quickly proved to be a natural teacher and did 

an outstanding job firing up curiosity and having fun making discoveries with kids on the trail.  
 

A cadre of Learning Among the Oaks team members enjoyed a fall season kick

-off hike on September 15th. It was a beautiful day to be out hiking and con-

spiring on plans for fall educational activities with Santa Margaritaõs 4th 

through 6th grade classes. This will be our sixth year exploring historic uses 

of oak resources with 4th graders on the òTrail Through Time,ó getting to 

know oak woodland wildlife with 5th graders and following the òTrail Down 

to Earthó (geologic history, soil science, and land conservation/watershed 

studies) with 6th graders.  

 Fall in the Forest  
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We have listened to you, and we heard what you were saying. Starting in 2012, we are changing the way we solicit 

our donors for membership. After some in-depth analysis, we will be able to cut costs by soliciting everyoneñjust 

one time a year for membership. So, this means no more follow-up letter reminders.  

We chose a membership expiration, cut-off date of September 30, 2012 to begin soliciting for membership in 2012. 

If your membership expires prior to this date, you will be included in our spring membership campaign. If your mem-

bership expires after this date, you have been granted an extended period of time for membership.  

Beginning in 2012, all annual memberships will be valid from July 1 and expire on June 30 of the following year, re-

gardless of when your membership donation was given.  

If this sounds confusing, or if you have any concerns or questions, please e-mail us or give us a call. You are impor-

tant to us, and we always like to hear what our members are thinking!  

 

Jillian Krethõs first hike with 3rd grade students on the Learning  
Among the Oaks Trail last spring (left). Jillian enjoying 

 Cal Polyõs London Study Program this past summer (right). 

LATOõs team: Jillian Kreth, Kristen 

Reichardt, Beverly Gingg, Jane Thomas, 

and Diana Barnhart  

 

The Land Conservancy is a key partner in the University of California Cooperative Extension 
Learning Among the Oaks Program. The Land Conservancy holds the license agreement with 
Santa Margarita Ranch owners allowing educational use of 15 acres of private ranch land adjacent to 
Santa Margarita School. Trail access is restricted to approved docent-led hikes. LATO is supported by 
grants from the California Wildlife Conservation Board to UCCE, 2005 -2011. For more 
information, contact LATO Program Director Bev Gingg at 805-549-9319 or bgingg@smcf.org 


