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Sustainable Ag EXPO
Nov 1415
Paso Robles Event Center
sustainableagexpo.org
(805) 362288

Elfin Forest Walk
with SWAP
Executive Director, Bob Hill, will
lead the walk discussing the rol
of conservation & restoration an
how they apply to the Elfin Fores
and other land projects.
Saturday, Nov 19 @ 9:3Dkm
Elfin Forest, Los Osos
elfinforest.org

Annual Holiday Lighting at
the Octagon Barn
Join us for a festive evening fille
with lights and olashioned fun!
Friday, Dec 2 @ 5:30PM
Kindly RSVP td.C@LCSLO.org
4400 Octagon Way, SLO

Annual Conservation
Reception

Save the date! Celebrate at the

conservation event of the year.

January 26, 2012

Volunteer Events

Volunteer Planting Daysat
Lower SLO Creek. The Cape i
was pull ed, o]
with native revegetation!
Join us to help plant hundreds {
native shrubs and trees.
All ages welcome. Pleasaal
volunteer@LCSLO.orgto get

info or to reserve your spot!
Saturdays frof@AM-noon
Oct 22, Nov 5, & Nov 19

* % %

Octagon Barnwork days
Saturdays frof&-11Am
Oct 8 and Nov 12*
4400 Octagon Way, SLO
*Wedre strind
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\/V hat do a mattress, reclining chair, sofa, and door have in common? If you are inc

to remodel your house, you do not have to search far and wide for items such as the
fact, you can scour our local creeks and fish these out of the water for free!

Big household items, bottles, cans, food wrappers, and the usual trash find their wa
our local watershed year after yearSHEmeLuis Obispo County Creek Day Cleanp
launched its 29annual event this past Sep-

s tember 1.
The Land Conservancy and the City
SLO hosted 70 volunteers and directed
community members to 23 different cre
sites throughout the city. In only thrg
hours, volunteers of all ages hauled ak
6,200 gallons of trash and 808 gallons
y,recyclables! Thato
a typical household garbage or recycling
is 96 gallons. An additional 260 Cal P
WOWies removed 10,000 gallons of invag,eek Day veteraRhil Strahl (left), brought
sive species, Cape ivy, from Lower SLQong his fatheRichard Strahl(right), to haul
Creek. in the big stuff using their own vehicles.
While the goal of the cleap is to protect
our watershed which provides essential habitat for a variety of wildlife, the volunteer:
help out come back time after time because it is a labor of love.

—
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oThi s s a unique opportunity to gei
In the community who want tthe same 0
families bringing along little children, friends, or other relatives.
/'t 6s a great feeling to see peopl e

i Teresa Tibstra, Membership & Outreach Coordinator

Countywide, 729 volunteers recovered a whopping 17,400 gallons of unsightly trast
9,100 gallons of recyclables. There were 9 participating regional locations with 50
sites. Community volunteers from Paso Robles all the way down to Nipomo armed
gloves and trash bags were on a mission to pick up as much trash as they could ph
carry. This year, the collaboration included for the first time, Lake Nacimiento.

In the past 21 years, community volunteers have hauled thousands of pounds of
throughout SLO County. What an impact! If you think that the river, creeks, and oc
look a little cleaner, you can thank your neighbors and friends!

Round of applause for all the Creek Day volunteers! A special thank you to our S
County Board of SupervisorsSan Luis Garbage CoSplash CaféandSLO Baked Bakeries
and for the collaboration and leadership from SLO CityFuodkisly Otte, Doug Carscaden

City Rangers DanandJared Bob Lindquist, and Watershed Volunteer Coordin&tarolyn
Tran. To learn more about Creek DexgeAsly.org




Camp SLO Defends and Stewards Local Land

II'H qog Ag oloyd

Although the public is familiar

with the Depart m
mission to protect the security of
our country, very few people are
aware of their contributions for
the conservation and protection
of our nati onods
spaces. Their environmental role
was created with the Office of the
Secretary Rehdinebse f
and Environmental Protection Initiati
(REPI) which provides cest
sharing partnerships between the
military, private conservation
groups, and state and local gov-
ernments in order to protect mili-

The permanent.brotectionlgf'06Connor1%?m%pmmq%mm %&hNM@S(

O6Connor Way, was partially funded

whilg Yiso c%r?ser%iﬁg Il';md'.o rogra

REPI partnerships serve as a creative approach to address land use and resource challenges that impac
readiness now and in the future. The partnerships prevent further development from impacting operations
providing additional environmental, economic, and quality of life benefits to neighbors, communities, and th
partment of Defense alike.

OoFundi ng provided by REPI/ has all owed The L
project partnersdé [ i mited resources to per ma
landscapes in San Luis Obispo. The conservation of Stenner Creek, West Cuesta Ridge, and

O6Connor Ranch p r-vanpejects ithat $enefiteCarp Sanl Liuis Qbispo training and of
erations while safeguarding local land. We are proud of our partnership with
Camp San Lui s Obispo a n dn Bab Hill, BxeautiveoDirector G u 4

Nationwide, the U.S. Military has provided over $130 Million of funds for land conservation. In San Luis Ol
County, the National Guard Bureau (NGB) who funds projects through REPI has awarded $2,825,000 to
projects with an expected value of approxi matel.
San Luis Obispo. In the last decade, NGB partnerships with The Land Conservancy, together with the City
Luis Obispo, have led to the protection of 838 acres at Stenner Ranch, 310 acres of the Stenner Springs
Reserve, and the 189 acre 0O8Connor Ranch. The
tats such as Coast Live Oak Woodland, Southern Coastal Scrub, Seeps, Springs, Willow Riparian, Serper
gent Cypress, and dozens of Federal and State listed plant and animal species, as well as scenic open spa
ductive agriculture. For more information on REPI wweit.repi.mil/About/Facts.html

If you would like to support local conservation or find out how a conservation easement can betipnyed preser

agricultural use, visit www.LCSLO.org or call us@865) 544
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Former LCSLO staff membdbavid Gonzalez,is among a team of researchers who recently discovered th

rocks may play a much larger role in climate change than anybody previously thought. David served as a |
Assistant collecting rock, soil, and foliage samples and processing the samples for chemical analysis. The
scientists he worked with at UC Davis exposed a significarthboegk in our understanding of the role that
rocks play in providing nitrogen to trees and the larger impact this has on the carbidnscgatemer their re-
search was published in the jouN@lre and the story was coveredNBR.

0/ am so proud of David and the worletlass, groundbreaking
scientific work that he has contributed. This reinforces how
important it is for students to explore and pursue their interests
outside the classroom and the key role that organizations such as
The Land Conservancy of San Luis Obispo Coungylay in helping
expose youth to new disciplines and to working professionals
out in field. @ Herb Kandel, Friend & LCSLO Board Trustee

David spent two years as a Stewardship Assistant at LCSLO helping

[spuey gieH Ag ojoyd

teered during woOIldkTowheGrezksice threNEr
pomo. Working with The Land Conservancy after his freshman
gave David an understanding of the interactions between science, ¥

and community building which helped him stay focused as he worked j4d Gonzalezbrought home exciting
neéws about his role in groundbreaking
way through college.

science research.

A recent graduate of UC Davis with a B.S. in Evolution, Ecology and

Biodiversity, David has done research for the Smithsonian Environmental Research Center, investigatec
change impacts at the University of Colorado Mountain Research Station, and presented findings at the Ec
Society of America annual meeting. He is now a Naturalist Intern at San Mateo Outdoor Education whe
teachesth& 6t grade students. David is excited that his most recent research efforts at UC Davis may be &
cial to the greater land conservation movement.

oMy i nternship experience with LCSLO has hel
soclety. This study helps us understand a link in the nutrient cycle that may be important for conservati

The tallest coastal redwoods grow on sites underiain by bedrock nitrogeWe wouldn't know
that had those trees been logged. Working with The Land Conservancy helped me to
bri dge the gap bet weenhdDavdBazaleza and /

One of The Land Conservancyod6s key strat egiwthlogab a l
land. David and othef staffuding Executive DirBotor Hi// and Membership & Outreach Cooidiregar
Tibstrain started out their conservation careers as LCSLO volunteers. You can make an impact in conserv
involved as a volunteer. Help at an upcoming planting day, join a committee, or serve as an amWiagsador
LCSLO.org to learn about current volunteer opportunities or to submit a volunteer form. If youlddptihave
want to help The Land Conservanq@ubkpaughport and participation, consider making a &ireatghr torthe
Numbers Fund.
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http://www.nature.com/nature/journal/v477/n7362/full/nature10415.html
http://www.npr.org/2011/09/06/140206913/discovery-forces-scientists-to-rethink-nitrogen
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In the last issueanidlineswe | ooked at The Land Conservancyo0s st
this policy: Conservation, Funding & Responsibility, Accessibility, and Outreach & Education. Ovewithe nex
explore what The Land Conservancy is doing in each of these four stewardship categories tor@hgurdriasting
this article Director of Conservatio@&8uegn&s/iman, shares how The Land Conservancy stewards conserva

| f you do not know what you have, how can you be sure that you are providing adequate stewardship? Tt

step toward ensuring effective stewardship of our conservation values is to create an inventory of all core ¢
vation values, including scenic, agricultural, biological, and cultural values. Land Conservancy staff with tt
of local and state databases, interns, and student researchers develop comprehensive property inventories
our feetitle properties. There is no substitute for direct knowledge. By gathering information about a p
through direct observation at the site, a steward gains valuable insight and understanding. Armed with this
edge, we are able to establish appropriate protection measures and both long term and short term maint
needs. These protection measures and maintenance needs are identified within individual stewardship p!
each property. Other key goals, issues and objectives considered in all stewardship plans include:

e |dentify ecosystem services/functions.

e Identify stressor8 it is critical to identify, understand,
and buffer threats such as invasive species, stresses resu
ing from changes in land use and climate change.

e Protect and enhance biodiversitfhe Land Conser-
vancy seeks to create and preserve landscapes which fost
and protect both sensitive and common taxa.

e Recognize that change is an important part of ecosys-
tem development it is important to recognize the land-
scapes are dynamic places. While change is a constar
companion and generally beneficial, some change may b
- : R Wi & unnaturally accelerated and should be controlled by indenti-
Sl 2o _ fying and reducing stressors (e.g. identify and control path-
Bobeat (Lynx rufjscaught on camera in Black Lake Canyo v of introduction of nemative invasive species).
This photo was captured by a remote trail camera establi e(}/ . . .
=|gally, given the dynamic nature of natural landscapes it is

by Cal Poly student researchers. Tools such as remote f ) )
cameras help us identify resident mammals. clear that stewardship and the stewardship plans must

themselves be dynamic and iterative.
e Protect and enhance natural connections.

e Protect and enhance soil and soil building processes.

e Protect and enhance water quality and quantity.

e Restore and enhance ecological health and function as apg@agriaentioned above, change is an im-
portant part of ecosystem development. It is important to acknowledge this and resist the temptatic
preserve (make static) and/or restore transitional ecosystems.

e Maintain agriculture where appropriate, with focus on production of healthy food for local consumers.
e Maintain and enhance scenic view sheds, corridors, and overall aesthetic quality.
e Protect cultural and historical resources in a respectful manner.

If you like the sound of stewardship, consider making a donation towards improving the maintesanmcq

lands owned by LCSLO. Designate your dorfaéiafisid dmels Forever Fund.
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Welcome to the LCSLO Family

W e welcomeStacey Smithto our team as the ne@onservation Project Associate

Stacey moved to the Central Coast from the foothills of the Appalachian Mountains
southern Ohio. As a child her awareness and respect for natural places bloomed while
dering the forest and streams surrounding her home. In Ohio she worked on organic fe
connecting innetity youth to the outdoors and working farms. Upon arriving to Californie
she worked with the Cadre of Corps, a California Conservation Corps (CCC) and Armr
Corps collaboration, participating in environmental education and restoration projects al
the Central Coast. Stacey then transitioned into a position with Central Coast Salmon
hancement coordinating education and outreach programs. She developed her field work and technical ski
working on a CCC Geographic Information System crew to map steelhead habitat, wilderness trails, and w
Stacey completed her Bachel ordés and Masterds dec
tion and Soil Science. She is married and has two daughters, Kelsey and Charlotte, to whom she attributes
ing desire for environment al conservation and aw
ing world around them through the preservation and conservation of our open spaces. She enjoys hiking, r
gardening, photography, and just hanging out with her family.

Volunteer Profile: Cal Poly WOWies

Wi ith the return of academia in the fall, the streets of San Luis O

are quickly filled with WOWies! UniqueC Poly State University
in San Luis Obispq the annualvVeek of Welcome (WOWfor in-
coming freshmen and transfer students (WOWies) provides a w
academic, campus, and community orientation, helping the in
students feel not only at homeaampus, but at home in the San ‘
Obispo community. The WOWies partner with community orgar s
tions to do volunteer, sendmdated activities in the community
their recognized o0Days of Ser
The Land Conservancy has been adtargling partner in the WO
Days of Service effort. This past September, there were WOWiesnvgi@vies volunteer efforts root deep in the es-
tioned at ourLower San Luis Obispo Creek FloodplaiwifPrdsande toration community. WOWies at the SMCF
Conservancy Staff, as well as located in Santa Margarita with the Saac" ssisting with trail maintenance.
Margarita Community Forestry program. The Lower San Luis O
Creek site had approximately 260 volunteers pulling the invasive .
species, Cape ivy, from the stream banks to prevent it from overd
ing and choking out the native vegetation. One group participated
City of SLO Creek Day site with 20 members. The students whogess ;J., 5.0 \‘7 (‘
in North County at the Santa Margarita Community Forestry RS
assisted with trail maintenance, moving woodchips and bark for
and weeding and raking flowerbeds.

oThanks so much to the WOW es SWies gét éhdrgiZed to cRan p thddoal  /
that mountain of mulch ! It was a pleasure to work with them, anao creeks during Creek Day.

/! wi sh them all the best with their studies t/
i Beverly Gingg, SMCF Program Director Page5
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Arundo Bites the Dust!

\With over ten years of Arundo treatment in the San Luis Obispo Creek Watershed, The Land Conservanc

reached the last Arundo stand near Avila Beach. San Luis Obispo Creek runs from the base of the Cuesta
to the ocean waters in Avila Bay.

Arundo donasgmmonly known as Giant Reed or Arundo, is an invasive species, indigenous to the-Indian

continent, introduced in California in the early
boo, and like bamboo it grows very rapidly, over 4 inches per day. Arundo negatively impacts local watersh
displacing native vegetation and breaking up the riparian corridor, reducing suitable habitat for insects and w
and outcompeting native riparian tree species. As Arundo displaces native

riparian tree species, shade over the creek is reduced. This red .
shade cover increases water temperatures and lowers dissolved|
which some sensitive species such as steelhead require to survive.

O0Al t hough the reassessment aggd
up to five years, San Luis Obispo Creek is one giant leap 5 K
closer to being Arundef r e e . 0
i Daniel Bohiman, Director of Conservation Science

18buipiiH yupne Aq oloyd

The Land Conservancy Restoration Staff has created an extensive
Eradication Program, which involves multiple phases and manag
techniques for invasive species removal and eventual eradication.
phase includes identifying the Arundo stands along the watershed,
ing with land owners about accessing the Arundo stand on their p
as well as finding funding for our Restoration Crew to complete t
ond phase of the program. The second phase consists of cutting, ¢
and applying herbicide to
downé approach from the headwa tStE“cF'O to”BaTa”h Lgs sepn )
outlet in Avila. The final phase consists-akBessing sites forsprouts Ong Hower SLO Creek
of Arundo and retreating with herbicide.

The last indentified Arundo stand, still untreated, will be removed this fall, marking the end of phase two.

fe

Volunteer Opportunity: Fun Fall Planting Days

Are you looking to get outdoors this fall? Do yo
servancy for some fun, planting native vegetation at Lower San Luis Obispo Creek Floodplain Preserve. V
remove the | ast of the invasive Cape I vy near th

sycamore, willows, and more in the ground to flourish along this major creek.

The native plantings are part of a larger volubéesed project, funded by fishAmerica Foundationand the
National Oceanic Atmospheric AssociationfNOAA). This funding is helping The Land Conservancy purchase
the 2,500 plants that we hope to have placed in
portunity to get your hands dirty and enjoy an afternoon along the creek.

Be sure to mark these dates on your calendar for fall plaototger 22, November 5, and November 19

Any and all ages are welcome to participate. Please RENMRteer@Ilcslo.orgor call 805) 544096 ext. 18

to let us know that you would like to join us.
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On Solid Ground

With candor and mirttSue Luftr eadi |y admits that she doesndt ha
dream of buying a large tract of SLO County land to set aside for conservation. But she is quick to note th
involvement with The Land Conservancy is achieving that same goal through the shared commitment of c
like her. After watching their local land trust mature over the past years, Sue and her husband Karl chose t

a legacy gift by including LCSLO in their estate plans.

T

oThe mission of the Land | sgj,ou
wishes. We are glad to be able to support §
The Land Conservancy S
A Sue Luft, Terra Firma Society member g
The Land Conservancy promises to protect local land inj g
petuity. Caring for land forever is a great responsibility, { 5

is critical to ensure that The Land Conservancy is permg
capable of stewarding and conserving our special place
Therefore, The Land Conservancy adopted a Strategif*
that emphasizes increasing the pace, improving the quanty=mt : :
ensuring the permanence of land conservation in San Luis Members of thderra Firma Sodistgn to
. . Herb Stroh (left) andSue Luft(right)
Obl;po_County. To meet thes_e needs, we establlshed.an Or- " 4uring the Planned Giving Brunch.
ganizational endowment fund in 2008 and set a strategic goal
to sufficiently grow the fund prior to its use. Once adequately
established, outore Conservation Endomithpravide reliable income to fund essential aspects of our missior
such as essential staffing & operation costs. The fund currently has approximately 25% of the spending thr
amount established by Board Trustees.

The primary source of funds for the endowment is anticipated to come from estate or planned gifts. To h
such generous donors and to motivate potential givers The Land Conservancy establstedAnea
SocietyTaken from the Latin pReraBrma SogigesiTmedand Gooskrvacy e
on o0solid grounddé by funding the organizationds

Terra Firma Society Members
as of August 2011

Richard Alberts Mary Leizear Arthur Rosen
Bar bar a Bdauhteei Emeritus A Karl Luft & Sue Luft* Ann Spencer

Frederick Clegg & Meg Crockett Shirley McLainA

Gary Felsman* & Darlene Felsman Al l en Minker A &*[9ndSaservaiMy Bodede
Clifford JohnsonA &adaMetcédhkRAns on Austee (pastand present)
Muriel L. Paul Robinson ADeceased

In August we gathered the Society together for the first time. Former LCSLO Vice RHegd&itph of

SJLM Law talked to the group about planned giving logistics and answered donor questions. The Societ
meet annually to celebrate local land accomplishments, inspire future donors and provide learning opportt
about the technical aspects of estate planning.

theTerra Firma Societyl we are grateful for gifts of any stansider your legacy, and join us! baged
age




Fall in the Forest

Santa Margarita Community Forestrythanks all of the volunteers who have helped take care of nest box moi

ing, summer watering, and other stewardship jobs alobgattming Among the QaXEO) trail and at th&anta
Margarita School Demonstration Forest.

Jillian Kreth joins the team as a LATO intern. She i

4DINS J0 Asaunoo soloyd

a third year Cal Poly Forestry and English double n
jor and is so excited

With the double major, she hopes to someday ¢
come a teacher. Jillian is grateful to have the oppor
nity to work with the absolutely wonderful student
from Santa Margarita School. So far they are doi
: Fob nothing but strengthening her resolve! When not
) T 7 class or out on the trail, Jillian enjoys day hike

Ji || i a first ke with B grade students on thearning camping, swimming, as well as reading, writing, &
Among the Oaks Traillast spring (leftJlillian enjoying music. She looks forward to meeting more studer

Cal Polyd6s London Study Progiogdh thé hikesPthis famdrthg REr' first hikésh !

et

Jillian quickly proved to be a natural teacher and ¢
an outstanding job firing up curiosity and having fun making discoveries with kids on the trail.

A cadre olearning Among the @aks members enjoyed a fall season kick
-off hike on Septembert.3t was a beautiful day to be out hiking and con-

spiring on plans for fall ed@cgati onal activitie
through @ grade classes. This will be our sixth year exploring historic uses

of oak resources witthggr ader s on the o0Trail Through Ti me, O
know oak woodland wildlife with§r ader s and foll owing the O0Tr ai [
to Earthdé (geologic history, spi l science, and

studies) withtégraders.

The Land Conservancy is a key partwewvardlte of California Cooperative Extensio
Learning Among the Oaks ProgramThe Land Conservancy holds the license agrg
Santa Margarita Rancfowners allowing educational use of 15 acres of private ran

Santa Margarita School. Trail access is restricted telegrikesd .[ddTENIS supported L OLAT 06 s Jilltare Kxath; Kristen
grants from @&/ifornia Wildlife Conservation Boardo UCCE, 2002011. For more Reichardt, Beverly Gingg, Jane Thomas
information, contact LATO Program Director Bev Gig@B34198akgingg@smcf.org

D

andDiana Barnhart

Membership Strives to Stretch Your Dollars

\W e have listened to you, and we heard what you were saying. Starting in 2012, we are changing the wa

our donors for membership. After soma@épth analysis, we will be able to cut costs by soliciting efvgngine
one time a year for membership. So, this means no moreufplietter reminders.

We chose a membership expirationpffudate ofSeptember 30, 201® begin soliciting for membership in 2012.
If your membership expires prior to this date, you will be included in our spring membership campaign. If you
bership expires after this date, you have been granted an extended period of time for membership.
Beginning in 2012, all annual memberships will be valid from July 1 and expire on June 30 of the following
gardless of when your membership donation was given.

If this sounds confusing, or if you have any concerns or questions-plathss er give us a call. You are impor-
tant to us, and we always like to hear what our members are thinking! Page 9




